
“Supported vs. Substitute Decision-Making” 

 

Moderator: Lee Hawkins, Journalist, The Wall Street Journal  

Lee Hawkins is a News Editor and on-camera reporter for the Wall Street Journal, 

where he reports on the print, television and digital platforms. He is a general 

assignment reporter, covering the top stories of the day, and he is also known for his 

on-camera interviews with superstars from the worlds of entertainment and sports, 

as well as influential newsmakers and icons. He has reported from around the U.S. 

and world and has written hundreds of stories for all sections of the WSJ, including 

Page One. He also appears regularly on other major broadcast networks. His content 

appears on WSJ Live, WSJ.com, Apple TV, YouTube and other major platforms. In 

addition to the WSJ's platforms, his digital videos are picked up regularly by outlets 

such as AOL, Yahoo, Hulu, SI.com and high-profile financial news, music, culture and 

lifestyle blogs and sites.  

 

 

Prof. Theresia Degener, Vice Chairperson, UN Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities  

 

Theresia Degener is professor of law and disability studies at 

Protestant University of Applied Sciences in Bochum, Germany and 

director of the Bochum Center of Disability Studies. Currently she is 

Chair of the United Nations Committee on the Rights of Persons 

with Disabilities. She co-authored the background study of to the 

Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities: Quinn / 

Degener (2002) Human rights and disability: The current use and 

future potential of United Nations human rights instruments in the 

context of disability, OHCHR, United Nations and has participated 

in drafting the CRPD. 

 

 

Robert Dinerstein, Professor of Law, Washington College of Law, American University  

Robert Dinerstein is professor of law, associate dean for experiential education and 

director of the Disability Rights Law Clinic at American University, Washington College 

of Law, where he has taught since 1983. He specializes in the fields of clinical 

education and disability law, the Americans with Disabilities Act, the UN Convention 

on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, legal representation of clients with mental 

disabilities, and disability and international human rights. He is the author of 

“Implementing Legal Capacity Under Article 12 of the UN Convention on the Rights of 

Persons with Disabilities: The Difficult Road from Guardianship to Supported 

Decision-Making” (Human Rights Brief, 2012). He has an A.B. degree from Cornell 

University and a J.D. degree from Yale Law School. 

 

 

 

 

Zoe Gross, Director of Operations, Autistic Self Advocacy Network  

 

Zoe Gross is Director of Operations at the Autistic Self Advocacy Network. Previously, 

she worked as a special assistant at the Administration for Community Living, and as 

a policy analyst on Senator Tom Harkin’s Health, Education, Labor and Pensions 

Committee staff. In 2012, Zoe created the annual Disability Day of Mourning vigil, a 

national, cross-disability event which commemorates the lives of disabled people 

murdered by their family members or caregivers. She received a White House 

Champions of Change award for this work in 2013. 


